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Barclay Martin Ensemble to play benefit concert on April 18

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (March 3, 2009) — CRES, in cooperation with the Greater Kansas City Interfaith Council, will present a special benefit concert at 8 p.m. April 18 at All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church, 4501 Walnut. The Barclay Martin Ensemble will perform the world premiere of a song commissioned by CRES to recognize “the wisdom of the world’s traditions as we face crises in the environment, in what it means to be a person and in how society should govern itself.

“These three themes arise from the Concluding Declaration of the 2001 Gifts of Pluralism interfaith conference,” said the Rev. Vern Barnet, D. Min., who founded both CRES, a multi-faith community resource for exploring spirituality, and the Interfaith Council.

In addition to the new song, the Ensemble will perform other selections from their repertoire, and David Nelson, former convener of the Interfaith Council, will lead the audience and Ensemble members in a discussion of some of the lyrics, the music and the creative process as a spiritual exploration.

“The concert is designed to appeal to all who love good music, and the unusual format will be especially interesting for young people, “Barnet said.

Barclay Martin, who won the recent musician of the year award from KC Magazine, wrote the music for the soundtrack of a movie documenting work of the Christian Foundation for Children and Aging in the Philippines, where Martin helped realize a concert that attracted an audience of 10,000 people. The concert took place in a poor area, where Christians, Muslims and indigenous people are threatened by terrorism. A pre-release preview of the film, entitled “Zamboanga,” will be shown at the concert. 

Martin has appeared on “Up to Date” with Steve Kraske on KCUR-FM Radio, and articles about him have appeared in The Kansas City Star, Present Magazine and other publications. The group has performed at The Record Bar, Jardine’s, Bar Natasha, JP Wine Bar, and Blayney’s of Westport, Crosstown Station, Czar Bar, Prospero's Books and other venues here and around the country.

— more —

Barclay Martin / Page Two

In addition to Martin on vocals and guitar, the Ensemble includes Mark Lowrey on piano; Guiliano Mingucci on drums and percussion; and Rick Willoughby on vocals and bass.

Tickets for the event, which will benefit the Interfaith Council and CRES, are $10 in advance and $12 at the door and are available from members of the Interfaith Council or from CRES. To receive tickets by mail, send a check payable to CRES for $10 per ticket plus 50 cents for postage (regardless of the number of tickets purchased) to CRES, Box 45414, Kansas City, MO 64171. For more information about the concert, visit www.cres.org or e-mail staff@cres.com. For more information about Barclay Martin, visit www.barclaymartin.com or www.myspace.com/barclaymartin. For more information about the movie “Zamboanga,” visit www.zamboangathemovie.com.  
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